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Sﬂ COUNTREY UNBOUND

KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS

Fertile terrain _ﬁ:r tobacco, bourbon, horses, and E:-js:.m_'y. By Nick Clooney

HAT GRASS 15 MOT RLLET .II

The wisitor from ﬁ.:-.'u-l_l_[i.l Wis ||.-.'|:1i:|1£|_
apalpst 4 board fence in F-‘l'l-:'lll. Crnanty,
Kentucky, :n-'-l.|1'p' at a wide ficld where
fitful wephyrs rippl fead the ankle-deep grass,

“It's as greenas my (ot lawn. What's up with this hle
Prass [ir '-|_‘-\J._L.1|Hla-

This swas -nnlg, the fatest ina ..III'|E limie ol s -kI'EIIIL! 1 swoald
miake the case for the grass lsell later, bt Tirst, Ll was (m-
portant to point out that "Hlorgras™is a great deal maore than
1 grass, It is o region I|F'ILII'|121-J=ILH|‘IL'.:I.U|:". in the central platean

-::-| Kentine k-, Tt iz .;|I:=::| sceme widbd hé-. a state of mind made
up 51 gu.lu.:l_ parts pr e, |.|rl.'.:|1.:.. 1:r.:|J.l|l.-:|. andl confidence. At
its beat, the mixture produces a person of textured dvility,
minst sharp edges softencd with humor and perspective Anis
. WIHSE, 1t |:||1.~:['|r|.1.":- ar) amogant b,
|-r|r:1|.11.:|.'|r|'3.'. the Entter is rame

But the dichotomy does |‘|rinE
me 1o the wisdorm of iy gl'lmﬂ-.l-
ther, Andrew ':.-'IIHH:Il':r.. paviioe rmay
or of the Ohin River LUIl.lJIl.‘ll“i":f
al Ha_:, sville; a |m|'|.|l| Kenmickian
wha nonetheless cauticned mae,
"Micholas, you st remember we
Kl.'u.Ll.l.-..']-:.l.l:l'.h. live on the dins of
mar. If pe '-'}'!-{' SO 'II'I'IiIkiTI.j‘ hvikr
ley tobaceo, drinki ng hourbon
'.'|.|'.|-1kl='.-.| aned |.H.1.l||:'|'1 their sax s

VITAL STATE

Locationz Morth ceotral Kemducky
Sizey 8,000 square miles Popu-
lation GEE, 003 Notahie: Blae-
grasd coantry has more than 450
horse farms and produces 35
percent of the werli's bourbon.

om thorouphbred l|||1| ses, the Com-
monwealth e :|“=-:|l."|'-' ta the
Shaemer Indians IJ:I- L|:'|.'ul._'r.H

Asl |,'-:_|,'||J.il|¢'|.:| lo my Southern
vialtor, Er||.r|.;:|', bioarbon, and tmtllng]l.wu' seen beiter l.'|.1‘-=
bt """""I:'i"'E has heen heard Tram the Shawnees, so far,

In Fact—sins of man aside-the Bluegrassis prospering as ney-
er before. Bordered by sharp hills and steep, dark ravines and
giving way to ]|,|1l.-|4.|:|:|:- Nevesdplains, amd corn fields to the
wiest, the |§]urhthﬁ {s Kenmcky's beating heart. Its peographical

amvid 'iFII.rI1I.:l| center & Lexinpion, home of the University of

Kentucky, a city encircied by burley, bourbon, nd th-'.-rh'-ugh
bireds, |'||,'||: grown nearly inde |’ll"‘1|'|i'“l'|r of them,

The Mih centuary found Le KIDETO |]|_-1'|,'|_i.-.-|:-||:||:_ From a town
in which wealthy landowners ruled closed society b one
disorvered by industry, By the time Nina Wirren amal | began
our lives together in Lexington in 1959, the procces was well

NATIOMAL OFOGRAFHIC TRAVEILER

acvanced. Our two children were born inte a boom-town
ey, T e solid grivwih contimees (o this day.

There arc |_|,"r|.1rL.:|:||-;- attractions within an bour's drive of
Lexinpron, My family and 1 I always enjoy & trip to Shakertown
at Pleaznt T- [|FI| | fl'.-:‘-nllll.ll:l]\' rr_nlun.d Shaker Village, and an
nl.l:\-rnlll:'hl wiay at the |||.-.1.r'|:|-I Beaumont Inm, an J.nl.l'.lll.”lll'il
treat i |'|.ar|-.|-:f-:-ll-ll-r_g Kentucky's lirse mece caslully settbed
community. Alse an hour |r|:|r|| downtewn Lexinplon is
the surprising, majestic Red River Gorge and the adjacem




I knew it woold take a Tittle time, Later that. evienlag. 1

£
"I.IE_|'|I. us inca bew | oollered our vigitor 2 mint '|||1|-'|'-: erushed ice I|||1||l_-1 a'silver

rraini e el I thie Uicse cup, thi= Eainit
It broken, brust

ire [ielils 1 ewer by the mares. T1 f cemirse, | theicoe), The

lived in splen isolation, away Irom prying eves. The ling. | bourbon, T

baned aminnals swere alw ays an engaging !.I;i,l_l.'l'l. Wiich made | When e wotl Lnward dusk, a s

e¥en mare podEnant for us the news ol the -:|-!"|'.1*.r.1|:lr|__g mals- appropriate. It was at that mocment we reti

aly st killod hiwpdreds of dinse foals and their marcs Lasi o h tos taki one more look at that

ApEk } in somie gl;\cirlﬂ Madsture had risen, Finsllics were £

AP | " ¥ 4 T I struck the Well 1711 b da |'JI'II..‘ saicl ||'|-:- man lrorm {Jl-_'-;_u.'_-.'..'_-_ ®li's B,

Blusepross a1 is emotion it rir Bonge fiic—eore. | That g idesdly blue " I
1:'-I.I'II|'-I1. (v 3 hat haad led the s Ela Wi

acxpuinfanoe to lean « 3 il [eaee and la at a small

group of horses munching grass of disputed hue MNICK CL0eam, o Lemer TV peveanan of work on el i
“There is |'|-:.-li|i:|ll!_'. BV |'a|.|1'l|_l. blue abeut that grrass, | thee TEIrE _.'.-_-_r the Cincannats Frst and Ke

Behand the Keenelaml
racetrack stands Mam
chester Farm_a 275-acre
biorsebreedinig enterprise

that bpoks at least & cens

tury old bt actoally
ilates from 1303, Alang
with famcy hats apd Fast

Isorses, ming juleps
Iprainlel have Beooine
symanymous with the
Kemtwcky Dorby.




